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COMMAND STRUCTURE
OOW: 
· My presence on the Bridge does not relieve you of your watchkeeping duties.
· NEVER assume that I have taken the conn.
· The process for taking over the con is as follows:
· The Master clearly states that he is taking over the con.
· The OOW repeats Master’s orders, giving the Master the con.
· Relevant entries must be made on the Bridge Logbook.
· The presence of the Pilot on the Bridge does not relieve you of your watchkeeping duties. In case of any doubts about Pilot’s intentions or actions, request clarifications from me and follow my orders. 
· You act with my full authority during my absence from the Bridge.
· You are fully authorized to use any Bridge equipment, M/E through the Bridge Control System or Communications Equipment in the best interest of the Watch.
· You are fully authorized to demand assistant from any person onboard. 
· In my absence or incapacitation, the C/O will act as my representative and he has full authority to act on my behalf.
· All OOWs shall actively practice Bridge Team Management (BTM) principles. Junior officers and ratings are expected to challenge any decision or action taken by a senior officer or the Pilot if they believe it compromises the vessel's safety (Challenge & Response concept). Information must be shared openly among the bridge team.
BRIDGE WATCH AT SEA
OOW: Implement the following:
· Know the capabilities, limitations, and correct use of all safety and navigation equipment aboard the ship. 
· Be aware of the ship's handling characteristics, including stopping distances and turning.
· NEVER undertake any additional duties that could interfere with the ship's safe navigation.
· Avoid any non-essential activity on the Bridge. DO NOT get distracted by anyone/ anything during your duties. 
· The use of personal electronic devices, including mobile phones, tablets, and smartwatches, is strictly prohibited for all bridge team members while on watch. All such devices must be switched off or placed in 'silent mode' outside the navigation console area
· Ensure that a competent helmsman is always assigned, and the steering mode is according to the prevailing conditions and the Company's Policy. 
· Use helm and engines to reduce speed (if possible, notify the E/R in advance) and/or change course. 
· Use signaling apparatuses according to COLREGS.
· NEVER leave the Bridge unattended. 
· During the Bridge watch, you must:
· Use celestial observations to determine compass error once per day and record in the Compass Error Logbook.
· Check the plotted course regularly.
· Compare the magnetic and gyro compasses and check the gyro repeaters' synchronization with the master compass at least once per watch.
· Make sure you display correct navigation lights, shapes, and sound signals.
· Check the availability of paper for the course recorder.
· Record the operational condition (numerical, percentage, graphical or other measurement value) of the RADAR(s) according to the performance monitor(s)' measurements in the Bridge and RADAR Log Book at the end of each watch. 
· Make sure the CPA / TCPA and BCR remains at a minimum distance of:

	Condition
	CPA / TCPA
	BCR

	Open / Deep Sea
	Minimum CPA of 2 nm and TCPA greater than 15 min.
	Minimum 3 nm

	Coastal / Shallow Waters
	Minimum CPA of 1 nm and TCPA greater than 6 min.
	Minimum 2 nm

	Port Approaches / Channels / Fairways
	Lesser values only after Master’s approval
	Lesser values only after Master’s approval



· Make sure the positions marked on ENCs are kept on Play Back.
· Follow pre-arrival procedures and record all maneuvering orders in the Bridge Bell Book.
· Ensure that the minimum safe distance from critical hydrographic features is:
	Condition
	ZOC Categories
	Distance

	Open / Deep Sea
	A1, A2 or B
	minimum 1,0 nm

	
	C, D or U
	minimum 1,5 nm

	Coastal Navigation and Port Approach / Channel / Fairways
	A1, A2 or B
	minimum 0.5 nm

	
	C, D or U
	minimum 1.0 nm



· Monitor the crew that works on deck and post appropriate warning notices on equipment controls if the crew works near radars, antennas, radio aerials, and sound signaling apparatuses.
· Monitor the sea around and aft the ship for visible dust, chemicals, abnormal discoloration or foaming, and any other pollution indicators originating from the ship. 
· Follow all security instructions according to the Bridge Order Book, especially if the ship is in high-risk areas.
· Make sure the A/B that goes off watch conducts a Fire/Safety round between 20:00 and 06:00 hours, according to the instructions posted on the Bridge, and record the results in the Bridge Log Book. 
· Ensure that BNWAS is fully operational and engaged ('ON' mode) at all times while the vessel is underway or at anchor.
· If the ship is sailing in COASTAL, CONGESTED, RESTRICTED WATERS and TSS:
· Use the largest scale of the corrected and updated ENCs.
· Identify all navigation marks nearby positively.
· Operate 2 RADARs. 
· Use manual steering as necessary.
· Check the ECDIS/ Gyro/ Magnetic Compass/ RADAR/ Echo Sounder/ AIS dynamic data regularly.
· Have 2 steering motors and a minimum of 2 diesel generators available.
· Monitor local/coastal warning broadcasts.
· Participate in local reporting systems (e.g., VTS) and follow any relevant recommendations. 
· Fix/verify the ship's position according to Passage Plan's intervals.
· Be ready to use the engine and call a lookout to the Bridge, if necessary.
· Keep a "Safe Distance Off" from the land and other dangers according to the Company's Policy. 
· Cross-check the primary GNSS position fixing source against alternative methods (visual bearings, radar ranges, or parallel indexing) at regular intervals to detect any GPS spoofing, jamming, or signal degradation, especially when operating in coastal zones
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WARNING
	[bookmark: _Hlk61251687]OOW: You do not know if the AIS is active on nearby ships or if they transmit correct data. Therefore:
DO NOT use the AIS to avoid a collision.
DO NOT use the VHF to avoid a collision.


CALLING THE MASTER
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	OOW: If you CANNOT contact me in an emergency, ring the General Alarm 3 short times.

	WARNING
	


Call me immediately in the following situations:
· Restricted visibility, less than 3 nm
· Traffic conditions or unusual movement of other ship
· When you cannot maintain the defined above CPA / TCPA and BCR limits.
· Difficulty to keep a steady course
· No sight of land, navigation mark, or soundings at the expected time
· Unexpected land, navigation mark, or change in soundings
· On the breakdown of:
· E/R control 
· Steering gear
· Bridge navigation equipment
· Communications or GMDSS equipment malfunctions.
· Worsening weather conditions
· A distress call
· Uncertain accuracy of position fixing
· Navigation hazards, such as ice or floating object
· A navigation warning concerning the ship's passage
· Deviation from the Passage Plan
· ECDIS or sensor input: 
· Failure 
· Uncertain 
· A discrepancy in the ENCs accuracy or display.
· Security concerns
· The ship is due to breach the limiting boundaries of the XTC, the safety contour, the manual safety contour, or whenever the risk of missing navigational data could jeopardize safer navigation.
· According to Bridge Orders.
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	OOBW: Despite the requirement to call me immediately, take immediate actions for the ship's safety in case of emergency.

	CAUTION
	


 
BRIDGE WATCH AT ANCHORAGE
OOW: While at anchorage:
· Monitor weather, sea state, tides currents, etc.
· Verify/check the exhibition of appropriate signals, lights, and soundings.
· Ensure that between 20:00 and 06:00 hours, the A/B that goes off watch conducts a Fire/Safety round and record results in the Bridge Log Book. 
· Follow all security instructions according to the Bridge Order Book, especially if the ship is in high-risk areas.
· Raise the alarm and call me in an emergency that threatens the ship's safety and take all possible measures immediately to prevent any damage to the ship, cargo, persons aboard, and environment. 
· Record all necessary entries in the Bridge Log Book. 
· Check at intervals ship's position and swinging circle according to the prevailing weather conditions.
· Make sure you keep a proper lookout.
· Call me and undertake all necessary measures if the ship drags anchor.
· Make sure the state of readiness of the main engines and other machinery is according to my instructions.
· Call me if visibility deteriorates.

OOW: When you take over the watch at anchorage, you must know the following:
· Depth of water at anchorage, ship's draft, level and time of high and low waters, the arrangement of anchor and scope of anchor chain, state of the main engine, and their availability for use in an emergency
· All work in progress
· Signals and lights exhibited or sounded
· The number of required crewmembers aboard, details of crewmembers ashore, and any other person onboard
· State of firefighting appliances
· Any special port regulations
· Bridge Orders
· Lines of communication available between the ship and shore in case of an emergency or assistance necessary
· Any other important factors related to the safety of the ship, crew, cargo and the environment, and the necessary actions in fire or spillage
· E/R status. 
· The vessel’s position at anchorage must be verified using independent methods (e.g., Radar clearing ranges/bearings to fixed shore objects) rather than relying solely on the ECDIS anchor watch alarm

	ABNORMAL WEATHER CONDITIONS
HEAVY WEATHER (Defined as a minimum of 8 Bf and significant wave height of 4 m)
OOBW: Before the weather deterioration:
· Inform me, the C/E, and the crew.
· The crew MUST NOT use the upper and open deck areas.
· I shall instruct the correct course and speed, according to the prevailing weather conditions. 
During heavy weather: 
· Adjust the speed and course as necessary.
· Monitor the deck area day and night.
· Monitor tank and bilge levels and, if safe, frequently check fuel, diesel oil tanks for the presence of water.
· Monitor movable objects above deck to make sure they remain secure.
· Monitor weather reports. Transmit weather reports to the appropriate authorities or, in case of tropical storms, Safety messages as per SOLAS.
· Record the prevailing weather conditions in the Bridge Log Book regularly. 
RESTRICTED VISIBILITY (Defined as 3 nm or less)
OOW:
· Call me to the Bridge.
· Inform the E/R.
· Make sure the following equipment is fully operational:
· All RADARs, ARPA or other plotting facilities
· AIS
· Manual steering
· VHF
· Whistle and fog signalling apparatuses
· Navigation lights in full power
· Echo Sounder (if in shallow waters).
· Post lookout(s).
· Make sure the ship is ready to reduce speed, stop or turn away from any danger. 
· Proceed, according to COLREGS.
· Record the actions and conditions in the Bridge Log Book.  

ICE AND ICING OPERATIONS (Barents Sea / High Latitude)
OOW:
You are to strictly adhere to the following procedures regarding ice hazards and superstructure icing:
Reporting:
Call the Master immediately upon the sighting of any ice, including icebergs, bergy bits, growlers, or drifting ice fields.
Air Temperature Awareness:
Monitor the air temperature continuously. Should the air temperature drop below -10°C, evaluate the risk of superstructure icing and report this to the Master.
Ice Accretion Management:
In sub-zero temperatures, especially when combined with heavy seas and spray, the OOW must continuously monitor for ice accretion on the bridge windows, antennas, deck equipment, and the forward superstructure.
If significant ice accretion is observed, report to the Master immediately to evaluate a course change or speed reduction to minimize "freezing spray" impact.
Radar Performance in Ice:
Be aware that ice targets (growlers/bergy bits) may be difficult to detect on radar due to sea clutter or low reflectivity. Use short-range radar scales and adjust the "Sea Clutter" and "Gain" controls specifically to detect low-lying ice hazards.
Lookout:
In areas with potential ice, maintain an extra lookout. Do not rely solely on electronic aids; rely on visual watchkeeping.
Deck Safety:
If ice accretion is present on deck, the deck area is strictly "Out of Bounds" for the crew unless specifically authorized by the Master for safety-critical tasks, with a separate Risk Assessment in place.

Propulsion and steering:
Be aware that in icy conditions, rudder and propeller response may be affected by ice chunks. Monitor the main engine load and torque regularly for any abnormalities indicating propeller/ice interaction.
SHIP IN PORT OR DURING CARGO OPERATIONS
OOW: 
· Make sure at least 50% of the crew complement or 5 crewmembers, whichever is greater, is always onboard, and one is a Senior Officer.
· Always keep the mooring lines tended.
· Monitor weather conditions/predictions.
· Monitor the ship's draught and make sure you implement the UKC policy. 
· Make sure that:
· Gangways have a correctly rigged safety net, good lighting, and a shore leave board. 
· Gangways are always correctly manned, and any visitor that attempts to board the ship is subject to careful control according to security procedures.
· Inform me immediately in case of any suspicion or abnormality that concerns the ship's security.
· Consult me and the C/O for the expiration of shore leave.
· Officers or crewmembers MUST NOT disembark before they inform the C/O.
· Before any operation, inspect in detail and make sure that all means in use are safe and correctly arranged.
· Check moorings and gangways regularly.
· Make sure that all crewmembers use the correct PPE during cargo or other operations in port. 
· Report any delay of cargo operations to me and the C/O timely. DO NOT record anything about the time delay before you receive my instructions. 
· Inform me and C/O immediately about any:
· Deviation from the agreed operation's procedure
· Damage to the ship's equipment or cargo by shore personnel
· Cargo mishandling or deviation from the Company's operational procedures.
· Inform the C/E about the departure time so that he completes all tests and preparations timely. 






ECDIS
OOBW: 
· Follow these Standing Orders in combination with the Company's procedures. In case of doubt, consult me immediately.
· DO NOT over-rely on ECDIS. Know its limitations and verify the ship's position with alternative means, if possible non-electronic. 
· Be familiar with contingency actions in case of sensor inputs or dual ECDIS failures.
· Make sure the inputs to ECDIS from DGPS, gyrocompass, and Speed log are accurate. 
· Monitor the passage plan in ECDIS and amend it according to any altered conditions. 
· Ensure that the alarms and layers for use with the ECDIS are set according to ECDIS Manual Appendix 3 “ECDIS Display Management” and Appendix 4 “ECDIS Alarm Management”.
· Inform me if any change to the Safety Depth, Safety Contour, or Anti-Grounding Cone settings is necessary. 
· Follow position fixing/verification intervals and priority of methods according to the Passage Plan on ECDIS. 
· Call me immediately in any case of single or dual ECDIS, sensor input failure, or in case of doubt or discrepancy concerning the ECDIS chart accuracy or display.





						………………………………………………..
		Master (Name/Surname)	


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF MASTER’S STANDING ORDERS
All Bridge Team Members must sign below as read and understood the Master’s Standing Orders.
Any doubts must be addressed to me.


                                                                                        ………………………… (Date of issue)


[bookmark: _Hlk139448900]……………………………………..                ……………………………………..
Chief Officer (Name / Surname)                  2nd Officer (Name / Surname)



                  ……………………………………..                ……………………………………..
    Deck Rating (Name / Surname / Rank)     Deck Rating (Name / Surname/ Rank)


                  ……………………………………..                ……………………………………..
    Deck Rating (Name / Surname / Rank)      Deck Rating (Name / Surname/ Rank)
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